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Curriculum for Excellence 
..................Health Warning!!
EIS President Helen Connor has been meeting teachers involved in the 
delivery of Curriculum for Excellence. Here she gives her own perspective on 
the latest developments.

I have attended a variety of meetings across the country recently and 
according to all at these meetings Curriculum for Excellence is alive 
and doing well in all of our schools, both Primary and Secondary!! Is 
that a picture which you recognise from what is happening in your 
school? There is no doubt that in many establishments, especially in 
the primary sector, there is much good work going on and classroom 
teachers are directly involved. There are, however, a number, of 
myths which have to be challenged and some questions which both 
the Government and Local Authorities must answer before we can 
move much further forward.

The following are statements often made in relation to Curriculum 
for Excellence and should be challenged when you hear them being 
made as assumptions:

In S1&2, CfE means cross-curricular activity and the end of specialist 
subject teaching especially in the area of Social Subjects..............
WRONG!! Nowhere in the documentation is this stated and it has 
not been said in meetings which we have had with the Government 
representatives!! No doubt there will be some cross-curricular work 
being done as has always been the case but this is NOT a necessity 
and people should not be railroaded into this approach.

In Primary schools the statement is made that CfE is simply a 
return to the old Topic Web approach.................................................
WRONG!! There is nothing in the document or current educational 
thinking which would indicate that all areas of the curriculum which 
have to be taught should be interlinked in a false way!!
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This is a question which must be asked of the Government at this 
critical time in the implementation timetable. We have the new 
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Primary and early Secondary,possible new planning procedures in 
Primary and the need for a clearer understanding of a Broad General 
Education in S1-3. Teachers cannot be expected to be fully aware of 
these developments without high quality CPD. This CPD, whatever 
form it takes will require resources. This resourcing means money to 
allow teachers to have adequate time to familiarise themselves with 
the proposals, money to allow cover within establishments to allow 
departments/stages to share their understanding and standards 
relating to the new assessments. This is only the beginning of the 
resourcing required to take this forward successfully.

The Government is clear that the funding has been given to Local 
Authorities to allow for the proper resourcing of Curriculum for 
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to YOU in YOUR school. We need to know what is happening in your 
establishment.

We are in no doubt that without the funding and support this exciting 
new development will falter before it truly gets off the ground............
WATCH THIS SPACE!!

Helen Connor
EIS President


