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Education Committee, 19 March 2024 

EIS Guidance 

NQ Dual Presentations

SQA examination data for 2023 revealed a significant increase in the numbers of 

candidates being dual presented for both National 4 and National 5 in the same 

subject and showed this was due to whole cohorts being dual presented.  This is 

despite national guidance, first issued by the Scottish Government in 2017, 

which stated that dual presentation should be by individual exception.  

Dual presentation is a significant driver of excess workload for teachers and 

contributes to the over-assessment of learners. The EIS has therefore called for 

the 2017 guidance to be re-issued.  A joint letter, signed by the Chief Examiner, 

the Chief HM Inspector and the Cabinet Secretary for Education has been issued 

to local authorities, and states that: 

• Under no circumstances should large numbers of candidates be dual

presented;

• Presentation decisions must be informed by effective tracking and

monitoring of learners’ progress through the Broad General Education;

• Dual presentation would only be appropriate be in a “very limited number

of exceptional circumstances,” and should involve dialogue with young

people and their parents/carers.

Action for Reps: Please bring the joint letter, which can be accessed here, to 

the attention of members in your branch and encourage them to engage in 

discussions at departmental and school level on senior phase presentation policy 

to ensure that it aligns with the national position set out in the joint letter. If 

presentation policy is misaligned with the national guidance, raise this with 

school management in the first instance and seek advice from your Local 

Association Secretary if necessary.  Remind members that all SQA-related 

workload must be accounted for in Working Time Agreements.  

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2024/02/foi-202400395854/documents/foi-202400395854---information-released/foi-202400395854---information-released/govscot%3Adocument/FoI%2B202400395854%2B-%2BInformation%2Breleased.pdf
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