	 Here is the April edition of equalities updates and resources. Please scroll through to identify and engage with what is relevant to your school context and needs.
Please remember to share the information in this equalities update widely with staff and relevant opportunities with parents and carers.
In this equalities update, you will find:
[bookmark: _Hlk181864470]Opportunities for young people
Celebrating Success
Professional learning 
Equalities Resources 
BME Staff Conference
Public Engagement – EDI Framework 
For Parents and Carers
For Information 

	Opportunities for Young People

	Black History Competition for P1-P4 opened on Wednesday 19th March. 
Deadline is Friday 5th April. 
Please send in your entry if you have not done so already       See attached leaflet for more information. 



	Celebrating Success

	Primary and secondary aged learners along with teaching staff from across Edinburgh were honoured with awards at a ceremony held at the City Chambers on Thursday 6 March.
The winners are:
Proud To Be Me - primary schools’ category: P7’s “The Quilt Group” at Currie Primary School
Proud To Be Me - secondary schools’ category: Pilrig Park School - A whole school Project
How Prejudice Makes Me Feel - primary schools’ category: Andrew Amanfo - P5 Ferryhill Primary School
How Prejudice Makes Me Feel - secondary schools’ category: Jesudarasimi Omaoya (Dara)- S3 Castlebrae Community Campus
Artivism - primary schools’ category: Duddingston Primary School – A whole school Project
Artivism - secondary schools’ category:  Farah Joma – S4 St Thomas of Aquin’s RC High School
Staff winner:  Laura-Jane Inglis. (Teacher of Modern Studies and Politics in the Faculty of Humanities)  James Gillespie’s High School
Judges Commendation Award 2025 winner is: Hazel Li S1 Craigmount High School
Pupils and teachers recognised for challenging inequality through creativity at The Saroj Lal Awards – The City of Edinburgh Council 
Edinburgh students and staff awarded for diversity work | The Herald



	Professional Learning 

	Equality Coordinator briefing 4
	Thursday 15th May 2025 11.00-11.30 Join the meeting now
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	Young minds influence the future of the city centre - Edinburgh school pupils share their thoughts on Princes Street 
Our unique minds - The term neurodiversity means that everyone’s brain works differently – we’re all unique!
Ending racial discrimination - Reflecting on 60 years of work to eliminate all forms of racial discrimination
Celebrating lone parents - Hear from one of our colleagues about their experience as a single parent
Women at work: the hidden struggles you don't see - how Violence Against Women (VAW) can impact women in the workplace.
Our Colleague Networks in 2024 - Reflecting on a successful year improving diversity and inclusion
Transgender Day of Visibility - Transgender Day of Visibility is dedicated to celebrating transgender people. 

	My Learning Hub
	New dates available for the popular Active Bystander training - Online sessions up until April are now available. (sessions are during the school day ) sign up - myLearning Hub.   
What we permit, we promote – Newsbeat article 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Neurodiversity Celebration Week 2025 - Event Recording Library

	To re-watch NCW 2025’s events, select the event to access the event recording and any useful resources that were shared during the session.
Visit Neurodiversity Celebration Week website to access recordings of the 2024 events. There is something for everyone here. Sign up for free.
*If you're interested in speaking at a future NCW event, apply to be a panellist and help inspire change. 
*Sign up to receive early updates and opportunities for NCW 2026
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Lessons from Auschwitz CLPL for Teachers in Scotland
	In-person seminar: 
Sunday 22 June 2025 
To sign up for the seminar please click here 
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	Sophia Duleep Singh - The radical path of an estranged Indian royal.
Read the story of this Indian princess who became a formidable figure in the women's suffrage movement – from taking part in protests and boycotting the census, to supporting evacuees.
The first American invention to obtain an English patent - Discover the story of the agricultural machine developed by the 18th century Quaker woman Sybilla Masters.
The double agent who hid D-Day from the Nazis: Elvira Chaudoir - Working for the British Secret Services during the Second World War, her life of charm, high-stakes and duplicity saw her play a cunning role in the Allied victory at D-Day.

	Tools and strategies for schools to counter the effects of online hate[image: ]
	Children and young people are increasingly exposed to online hate and disinformation.
‘Digital Discourse Initiative’ provides teachers and educators in Scotland with tools to counter the effects of this and teach core critical and digital media literacy skills.
A bespoke professional learning course is now available for school teachers and education staff in Scotland. Classroom resources and research reports are included.
Professional Learning                     Research and Resources 

	Professional reading/videos/audios/podcasts

	MCFBroadcast - EP#1 - Promoting an Anti-Racist Stance - In this inaugural episode, a few of MCFB service user young people share stories of their experiences combatting racism in education. (42 mins podcast)
World Book Day 2025 - by Robert Davies - Because if World Book Day doesn’t include all stories, is it really World Book Day at all? (5 min read)
What can we learn about masculinity and misogyny from the Netflix drama 'Adolescence'? by Bold Voices - It is a show that has driven home the fear of what happens when harmful attitudes and beliefs develop into extreme violence. (10 min read)


 
	Equalities Resources
We aim to select free resources which will support teachers to have open conversations with children and young people in a safe learning environment where multiple perspectives are explored, expressed and listened to and where we learn to disagree respectfully.

	Into Film+ [image: A close-up of a logo
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	Explore a collection of uplifting feature films that you can enjoy with your learners in the classroom. There are titles suitable for both primary and secondary audiences. For example:
Migration (U)        Black Panther: Wakanda Forever (12)
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	Ready-to-teach STEM lessons
“Deepfakes can upset our democracies.” Lesson plan
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Resources for Addressing the Dangers Highlighted in Netflix Drama ‘Adolescence’
To support students to develop the necessary skills to confront these threats, teachers can use some or all of the following content from Developing Media Literacy for Well-being, Relationships and Democracy unit.  
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	Drop Down Day Opportunities



	The toxic content young people are exposed to via technology is a serious safeguarding issue; it not only harms the individuals indoctrinated by these ideas, it also endangers other children, particularly girls. Ensuring young people develop the media literacy skills to critically engage with information they encounter online can protect them from being manipulated, from spreading hate and from engaging in acts of violence offline. 
Unit supports a Multiple-week exploration of media literacy & includes:
10-Lessons, 9 Handouts and readings, Classroom-ready PowerPoints for each lesson
Lesson 1: Introducing Media Literacy 
Lesson 2: Examining Bias and Representation in the Media 
Lesson 4: Exploring the Impact of Social Media
Lesson 5: Confronting Misinformation, Disinformation and Mal-information
Lesson 6: Countering Conspiracy Theories and Extremism
Lesson 7: Learning to Navigate Generative AI
Lesson 9: Staying Safe Online

	
	Two Drop Down Days - an assembly to launch the topic and then five single 50 minute lessons, complete with PowerPoints and handouts:  
Staying Safe Online - exploring internet safety, social media and extremism.
Developing Information Literacy Skills  - exploring media literacy, bias, misinformation and conspiracy theories. 
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	April is the Golden Month - In 2007 the United Religions Institute (URI) declared April 5 as Golden Rule Day. Originally a project born out of interfaith organising in Africa, and particularly Ethiopia, Golden Rule Day was founded to promote the universal values of empathy, compassion and peace. It is now managed by the organisation Charter for Compassion. 
The Golden Rule - 'treat others and the planet as you would like to be treated’ - is found in practically every religion and society. This day highlights the Golden Rule as a unifying value that everyone can use as a starting point for collaboration and changemaking.  Click on the links for ideas to use with your class(es).
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Winners of the IBC Book Awards 2025 announced!
	Inclusive Books for Children has announced the winners of their 2025 book awards. The winning titles: 
Democratic Republic of the Congo by Mel Nyoko and Joelle Avelino 
Two People Can by Blessing Musariri and Maisie Paradise Shearring 
Destiny Ink: Sleepover Surprise by Adeola Sokunbi 
offer broad representation at both a character and creator level.

	0-3 booklist for Early Years
	[image: ​xlsx icon] 0-3 Ethnic Minority Main Character.xlsx 
Visit: SharePoint > Equalities > Inclusive Curriculum > [image: ​Folder icon] CEC Equality & Diversity text lists
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	Helping Young Children with Traumatic Grief: Tips for Caregivers
Helping School-Age Children with Traumatic Grief: Tips for Caregivers
HELPING TEENS WITH TRAUMATIC GRIEF: TIPS FOR CAREGIVERS
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	Exploring Contemporary Crises and Issues through Global Citizenship Education: Palestine – Explore these concepts with a variety of speakers that can help contextualise those issues in the reality of the Palestinian struggle and also hear from educators’ experiences to learn from their practice. (2nd webinar in a series)
Wednesday 02 April, 12.30-2.30pm -  Online via Zoom
Exploring Contemporary Crises and Issues through GCE, We Need to Talk About Gaza – 1st webinar of the series hosted on 12th March 2024. You can access the recording by following the link

	[image: ]Peace Education
	Trócaire supporting peace building efforts around the world:
Free resources to support educators in exploring global justice issues with their class or youth group.
Early Childhood          Primary         Post primary   



	For Black and Minority Ethnic Education Staff

	3rd Black and Minority Ethnic Staff Conference, Friday 23rd May 2025, 1.30pm – 3.00pm
We’re delighted to invite colleagues who identify as from Black and Minority Ethnic backgrounds to the Black and Minority Ethnic Staff Conference, on Friday 23rd May 2025, 1.30pm to 3.00pm at St Thomas. 
We are particularly keen to see more of our support and supply staff attending the conference so please share and forward this invitation to them. 
*BME staff would like to invite their white Scottish colleagues and allies to this conference. 
Please add date to your diary and RSVP nikhat.yusaf@ea.edin.sch.uk if you are attending. Thank you



	Public Engagement – Equality Outcomes – Equality Diversity and Inclusion Framework

	The Equalities Team is engaging with the public to help shape our Council’s future Equality Outcomes 2025-2026 and wider Equality Diversity and Inclusion Framework for 2026-2030.
 
· We are asking people what it’s like for them using and working with Council services.

· We want to make sure that people who live, work, study, and visit Edinburgh get the opportunity to give us their feedback.

· Please complete the survey at www.edinburgh.gov.uk/equalityoutcomes - survey closes on 1st June 2025.
 
There is an Easy-Read version of the survey attached. 
 
Drop-in session taking place between 1pm & 4pm: (poster attached)
Tuesday 8 April in East Neighbourhood Centre and Library 101 Niddrie Mains Road Edinburgh EH16 4DS.
 
In-person session taking place at the Equality & Rights Network @Volunteer Edinburgh Office, 222 Leith Walk, EH6 5EQ:
Tuesday 29th April 10am-11.30am



	For Parents and Carers 

	Online Safety for Families with Police Scotland in partnership with Connect: Online, 29 April
Parents, carers and school staff are warmly invited to join this 'open to all' live online Information Session.
In partnership with Police Scotland’s Cybercrime Harm Prevention Team, Connect is hosting a virtual event to discuss online safety. 
The session runs from 8-9pm. Places are free - reservations are essential by using the Book Now button.



	For Information

	UNCRC statutory guidance: consultation analysis - child friendly report – published 10th March This easy read report provides an analysis of consultation responses received on the draft guidance and sets out key findings and feedback from children and young people.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Have your say – SQA are now looking for learners, parents and carers, and educators who are willing to take part in surveys and other research, giving them opportunities to have their say on a range of issues.






Disclaimer: We aim to include links from trusted organisations for colleagues to access resources/ information linked to themes.  We do not have the capacity to explore each resource in detail.  It is the responsibility of colleagues to check out the materials fully to ascertain suitability for their age group and topic etc. Please do get back to us if you find unacceptable materials on any of the links so we can take appropriate action. Thank you. 
 
Best Regards,
Nikhat
 
 
Nikhat Yusaf | Senior Development Officer Equalities
Additional Support for Learning Service |Children, Education and Justice Service| East Locality Office | 101 Niddrie Mains Road | Edinburgh | EH16 4DS  
Nikhat.yusaf@ea.edin.sch.uk
Equalities - Home (sharepoint.com)
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