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Today’s focus

´ Sources of professional identity for the early childhood teacher and 
educators

´ The complex roles played by the GTCS- registered teacher with a particular  
focus on the triangle of child development, wellbeing and attainment across  
the Early Level of Curriculum for Excellence and the place of early years 
within  the wider educational community.

´ The importance of voice, agency and advocacy links to the positive  
contribution of teachers as part of the early childhood workforce, and 
reasserts  the place of their pedagogical input for children’s futures.

´ The triangle of child development, wellbeing and attainment across the early  
level

´ A number of important national and international publications and examples 
of  good practice in Scotland.



Complexity in the early childhood teacher’s  

identity, roles and agency

´ What is it?

´ The power to act… how actors act  
(individual efforts, resources, context)

´ Dispositions, resource and force  
characteristics in context

´ Is it a good thing?

´ How do we achieve agency?

´ Starting with identity

´ Thinking ecologically

´ Shared words: shared meanings: shared  
practices

´ If a bird has been in a cage for a  
decade and suddenly finds the door

open, it should not be surprising if the
bird does not wish to leave (Eisner, 1992,  

p.617)

´ “An edifice of control and  
performativity” (Priestley, 2017)

´ Unique complexity of the role

´ Knowledge of the curriculum

´ Understanding of pedagogy

´ Progressing learning

´ Additional support needs

´ Supporting transitions

´ Family and community  
engagement

´ Leadership and mentoring

´ (from Sustain the Ambition, 2016)

´ Teacher agency ´ Complexity of therole



National publications

UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON

THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

An edifice of performativity or the bird let out 
of  the cage?

Scottish Early Childhood,  
Children and Families  
Transitions Position  Statement

A BLUEPRINT FOR 2020:  THE 
EXPANSION OF EARLY  LEARNING 
AND CHILDCARE  IN SCOTLAND

QUALITY ACTION PLAN

TheScottishGovernment

@ScotGov  www.gov.scot

2016 2017 2019 2020

http://www.gov.scot/


Insights from early childhood research,  

policy and practices internationally

Starting Strong

Engaging Young Children
LESSONS FROM RESEARCH ABOUT QUALITY IN EARLY  CHILDHOOD 

EDUCATION AND CARE

Starting Strong V
TRANSITIONS FROM EARLY CHILDHOOD 

EDUCATION  AND CARE TO PRIMARY 

EDUCATION

TALIS

Providing Quality Early  Childhood 

Education and Care
RESULTS FROM THE STARTING STRONG SURVEY 2018

Early Learning and Child  
Well-being
A STUDY OF FIVE-YEAR-OLDS IN 

ENGLAND, ESTONIA,  AND THE UNITED 

STATES

2017 2018 2019 2020



Agency for children,  

families and practitioners

´ Reminders of children’s varying  
home experiences – all children  
bring these experiences to ELC 
and  School

´ The importance of what goes  
before – an continuum of learning 
– children’s agency

´ A gift of time - gift of the Early 
Level

´ Contextualising learning and  
development

´ Children’s funds of knowledge and  
working theories

´ Working theories about a balance  
scale relative to weight

´ Agency at home



Thinking ecologically



Layers of thinking and practices



Identity, agency and role



Shared words: shared meanings: shared  

practices

Interactive Learning and 

Development in  Context 
over Time

Interpersonal-Sociocultural

Systems 

Related  
Contextual

ised

Intrapersonal  Development

Within  Child/Young  Person Developmental 
Influences

Learning  and    Development

´ Despite the similar language  

used by early educators in  

early years preschool and  

primary settings to describe  

their intentions and  

motivations for children, there  

can be major discontinuities  
between settings,  

relationships, pedagogy and  

curriculum and that  

consequently there are  

increased challenges for  

children and for their parents  

and educators.





Wellbeing, attainment  

and transitions

Case Study Trajectories (CST) Diagram 1: ‘On the Margins’
[Author’s note- Vertical axi s = standard deviation]

1a: Wellbeing and Attainment at Major Transitions and Nursery-S1 Trajectory

Nursery to Primary 1 Primary 7 to Senior 1 Nursery to Senior 1

Upward Downward Downward

Upward Downward Downward

1b: Wellbeing and Attainment across major transitions

Nursery to Primary 1 Patterns over time Primary 7-Senior 1

Wellbeing  Upward trajectory Wellbeing across time  Divergent Wellbeing  Downward Trajectory

Aligned Relationship between  wellbeing 

& attainment  from nursery to primary 1
Cathy Aligned Relationship between  wellbeing & 

attainment  from primary 7 – senior 1

Attainment  Upward Trajectory Attainment across time  Divergent Attainment  Downward Trajectory

Diverging Alignment Model Diverging

1c: Aligning wellbeing and attainment within major transitions and over time

Aligned then diverging Downward Aligned then diverging

1d: Attainment over time Nursery to School Leaving

Downward Eng+Maths=8 + Other =29 = 37 Downward

´ Importance of early experience

´ Importance of route through  

transitions

´ Links between wellbeing,

attainment and “school success”

´ Is there such a thing as a good  

transition?
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